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BY CLAUDIA CRUZ
ccruz@queenscourier.com

The No. 7 train makes 18 stops along Roosevelt Avenue. However,
the numbers of nationalities represented by the people who live and
work in the surrounding areas number many more.

To satisfy his intellectual and artistic curiosity the Argentine mul-
timedia artist, Hector Canonge, decided to investigate and create an
installation that would highlight the diversity of Queens through
space and time.

That’s how the concept for “18 Beats” came about. “18 Beats”
explores the sounds and images found inside and around the No. 7
train with the use of photographs, maps and recordings of interviews,
music and noise. This art installation has brought world recognition
of Canonge’s work with the feature of the work in the industry mag-
azine, Art Forum.

“There is a connection but at the same time a rupture because you
have the past and the present,” said Canonge after a talk at the Y
Gallery in Jackson Heights last month. “The archival material high-
lights the past and the present shows Queens as it actually is with all
of the diversity that exists here.”

The objective of the two art installations, URBIS18 and IRTag,
which will be at the Visitor’s Center at the Queens Center Mall as of
March, is to metaphorically transport the public from each station’s
past to each station’s present with sonic devises.

In URBIS18 a large sensory screen maps out the various No. 7 train
stations that plays either the various music of the cultures that live
around that particular station, an interview with someone speaking

in their native tongue or sounds made by the bustle of people and
things in the area. 

IRTag is a reference to the name of the train system responsible for
the development of the number No. 7 line. At this installation,
Canonge assigned a barcode to each station that when scanned
showed an archived image of the station. These early 20th century
images courtesy of the Transit Museums help to show the construc-
tion of the No. 7 line. At the same time, the public can listen on ear-
phones to someone who currently lives at that train stop tell a story
using their own voice.

The curator and director of Y Gallery, Cecilia Jurado, said that
Canonge’s approach is a “very creative but at the same time method-
ological and scientific form” to build bridges between different com-
munities.

“New York is a very diverse city, but Queens is even more diverse
because the people who live in Queens hold on and respect their tra-
ditions and they don’t mix much,” Jurado said. “People live right
next door to one another but there is not much interaction. So, it’s
very interesting to see how Héctor connects the different cultures.”

Nevertheless, for Canonge, who lives and works in Jackson
Heights, the No. 7 train is literally the best vehicle to get past the
obstacle that is connecting cultures.

“Perhaps we don’t communicate. A Hindu does not speak to a
Chinese. A Chinese does not speak to a Mexican. But the simple fact
of being in a train with that other person, with that other entity, and
to listen to their language connects them,” he said. 

The interactive art installation “18 Beats” will be at the Visitor’s
Center at Queens Center Mall starting in March.

quickshots
Tuskegee Airmen Film
Screening and
Appearance
Flushing Library
Saturday, February 28

Two pilots from the Tuskegee
Airmen will be present for a film
screening at the Flushing Library
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, February 28.

The Tuskegee Airmen was a
group of African-American avia-
tors who were trained and com-
missioned during WWII as an
“experimental” program.

The film that will be screened is
“On Freedom’s Wings: Bound for
Glory, The Legacy of the Tuskegee
Airmen.” Pilots William M.
Wheeler and Victor W. Terrelonge
will also be present.

Flushing Library is located at
41-17 Main Street. For more infor-
mation, call 718-661-1200.

Concertante String
Octet
Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts
Sunday, March 1

At 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 1,
the Concertante String Octet will
perform at the Kupferberg Center
for the Arts at Queens College.

The performance will include
Richard Strauss’ “Sextet from the
opera Capriccio, op. 85,” Frank
Bridge’s “Sextet in E-flat major,”
and Mendelssohn’s “Octet in E-
flat major, op. 20.”

Tickets are $36 or $34 for sen-
iors, students and Queens College
alumni and staff.

Queens College is located at 65-
30 Kissena Boulevard in Flushing.
For more information, visit
kupferbergcenter.org or call 718-
793-8080.

Ahn Trio
LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center
Thursday, March 5

The Ahn Trio will perform at the
LaGuardia Performing Arts
Center at 8 p.m. on Thursday,
March 5.

The trio is made up of Korean-
born sisters. They are violinist
Angella, pianist Lucia and cellist
Maria.

They have performed at Lincoln
Center, Carnegie Hall, Singapore’s
Victoria Concert Hall, Moscow’s
Tchaikovsky Hall and the Seoul
Arts Center.

Tickets are $20 or $15 for stu-
dents.

The LaGuardia Performing Arts
Center is located at 31-10
Thompson Avenue in Long Island
City. For more information, visit
www.lagcc.cuny.edu or call 718-
482-5151.
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The art installation “18 Beat” by the Argentine artist Héctor Canonge explores the different cultures that live along the No. 7 train
in Queens. This is the URBIS18 sensory screen.

SOUNDS
OF QUEENS
NOISE BECOMES MUSIC
FOR JACKSON HEIGHTS

ARTIST
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