Queens Economic Development Corporation

PRESS RELEASE

DISCOVER QUEENS VISITORS CENTER

A Sonic Ride Through Queens

March 16, 2009 — April 10, 2010

Closing Event: Saturday, April 10th, 3 - 6 pm
(The artist will be in attendance)

Kew Gardens, N.Y., March 29"’, 2010 —Queens Economic Development Corporation is pleased to
announce the closing event for the exhibition “QUEENS BEATS” created by new-media artist Hector
Canonge. The project constituted QEDC'’s first exhibit at the Discover Queens Visitors Center located
in Queens Center, ElImhurst, New York.

“QUEENS BEATS,” investigates how people are able to experience cultures, traditions, ethnic heritage,
and the borough’s history through music, spoken word, local languages, and field sounds recorded in the
neighborhoods along the 18 stops of the ‘International Express.” QUEENS BEATS featured the interactive
projects URBIS18 (a touch-screen interactive sound map), and IRTag (an interactive installation using
barcode scanning technology). More information about the project: www.hectorcanonge.net

Canonge commented that his project “serves as an audio archive environment, an educational tool for
understanding Queen’s multicultural and historical heritage, and a helpful aid for visitors wishing to
discover the borough.” Michelle Stoddart, QEDC’s Director of Marketing & Tourism, explained that the
exhibition “attracted a new audience to the center and gave mall guest an interesting venue to appreciate
art. The unique work showcasing the number 7 train and mixing Queens past visually with Queens
present through sounds was well received.”

Location: Queens Visitors Center, Queens Center mall, 90-15 Queens Blvd, ElImhurst, NY 11373
Hours: Mon-Sat: 10am-6:00pm, Sun: 11am-7pm / Directions: Take V or R Trains to Woodhaven Blvd.

This presentation is made possible by Queens Economic Development Corporation, www.queensny.org.
Special thanks to Best Buy, www.bestbuy.com; the people, and businesses featured in the project.

For more information contact:
Michelle Stoddart, Director of Marketing and Tourism
Queens Economic Development Corporation, 718-263-0546; mstoddart@queensny.org

12055 QueensBoulevard, Suite 309, Kew Gardens, NY 11424




